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Transvaal to be a Sovereign International State and cannot consider   CHAP,
any proposal conditional on the acceptance of that claim.                       LXVI.
2.  On this ground the answer of the South African Republic is  -^T* ^*
unacceptable.
3.  Her Majesty's Government are still prepared to accept reform as
proposed by Mr. Reitz on August 19 [five years' franchise, one quarter
of the seats in the Raad, an equal vote in the election of President and
Commandant], provided that enquiry, whether joint or unilateral, shall
show that these concessions in principle are secured in fact; and assuming
that the English language will be allowed in the Raad.
4.  Acceptance in Pretoria of these terms would at once remove the
tension, and in all probability would render unnecessary any further
intervention on behalf of the Uitlanders.
5.  "Her Majesty's Government are increasingly impressed with the
danger of further delay in relieving the strain which has already caused
so much injury to the interests of South Africa, and they earnestly
press for an immediate and definite reply" to their present proposal.
6.  "If it is acceded to they will be ready to make immediate arrange-
ments" for a further Conference between President and High Commis-
sioner to establish a Tribunal of Arbitration; and to discuss remaining
matters which in their nature are not suitable for reference to that
Tribunal but may be readily settled in friendly discussion.
7.  If, however, as they most anxiously hope will not be the case, the reply
of the South African Government is negative or inconclusive. Her Majesty's
Government must reserve to themselves the right to reconsider the situation
de novo and to formulate their own proposals for a final settlement}-
Chamberlain as it happened had never felt more sharply the
personal animosity towards himself. He regretted it more for the
country's sake than for his own. He always held that but for
this a solid nation might have won a peaceful adjustment.
National excitement was now rising rapidly. There were many
signs of the coming fierceness of controversy in the nation. In
mid-September a great Liberal gathering at Manchester fanned
more feeling than any meeting held in that city for many years.
Despite interruptions, it was a fervent anti-war demonstration,
John Morley, the chief speaker, urged the South African Re-
public to do its part by conceding large and immediate electoral
1 The italics are the biographer's.